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Lambton Kingsway Junior Middle School Parent Council Meeting 

Sept.24, 2018   

 

Minutes 

 

The regular council meeting was called to order by chair Kerry Collings at 7:02pm in the school library. 

 

 

In Attendance:   

 

Connie Karahotzitis, Lisa Snowden, Jen Rossiter, Anne-Marie Chronnell, Nicole Whitlam, Jennifer 

Coleman, Linda Wood, Julia Johnson, John Currie (Principal), Ruth Gardner (Treasurer), Jill Colter 

(Secretary), Alana Georgas, Kerry Collings (Co-chair), Allison Needham (Co-chair), Milena Forte, Noel 

Kent, Tom Zuerina, Tina Bruzzese, Amanda Brown, Marisa Bacchiochi, Wendy Samulshi, Joanna Sharp, 

Nicole Forbes, Paula Nagengast, Kimm Norton (Vice-Principal), Madeleine Lowenborg-Frick (Grade Parent 

Coordinator), Maria Terzaghi, Stephanie Jones 

 

 

Approval of Minutes:  

 

June’s PC minutes were deferred until October 29. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Voting in the Executive 

 

Allison Needham and Kerry Collings – co-chairs 

Ruth Gardner – treasurer 

Jill Colter – secretary 

Madeleine Lowenborg-Frick – grade parent coordinator, weekly bulletin 

 

Kerry explained that she and Allison both plan to step down from their co-chair roles at the end of the 

school year and she encourages anyone who might be interested to give this very rewarding role a try 

next fall.  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Committee and Event Updates: 

 

Fall Fair: This event will now take place on Oct. 24 and is nearly already planned.  Previous vendors 

have been confirmed again (e.g. Tiny Tom’s doughnuts, Fries) along with previous sponsors (e.g. Paul 

Nusca, Jackie Vukovic) and Kerry and Allison are now just looking for 1 or 2 people to run the event.   

 

Music:  There is a Music Committee vacancy that needs to be filled this year.  This person would work 

closely with Michelle Hoffman in the planning of the LKS musical, “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.” 
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Other committees such as Literacy, Phys-Ed, Community Outreach, Environmental, 

Marketing/Communication, Parent Awareness, Technology and Fundraising may also require volunteers 

this year. 

 

Parent Education Talk: Milena confirmed that cyber expert Paul Davis is scheduled to be at LKS on Nov. 

12.  He will talk with students during the day and present to parents in the evening.  Milena is looking 

for other ideas in terms of a spring presenter.  All suggestions are welcome. 

 

New Technology Committee:  Milena and 3-4 other parents are interested in starting this new group.  

Mr. Littlejohn has agreed to join as a staff member and they are also looking for at least one Grade 8 

student to participate.  They hope to come up with a strategy regarding how phones and technology are 

used at school.  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fundraising: 

 

Pizza Lunch: Maria is using the Cashless system this year and it is going quite well.  Many parents 

missed the order deadline but it was reopened again and approx. 35 new orders were placed.  Now 

Maria says they are up to the same number of families ordering pizza as in previous years. 

 

Parent Social:  Allison reported that planning has already begun and the event is scheduled to take place 

on Nov. 9 at The Crooked Cue.  This year’s fundraising focus will be the Arts at LKS.  Tickets will go on 

sale after Thanksgiving.  There may be in increase in ticket price this year because the venue is now 

charging a fee to the school. 

 

In terms of a new Arts focus, Milena brought up the idea of having a 1-day music camp, similar to one 

that was held 4-5 years ago at LKS.  Apparently this program really had great results and set the 

students up for success throughout the year.  Kimm Norton said she would contact a previous music 

teacher to find out if anything like this could be arranged again.  

 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 

Ruth said the draft budget would be presented at the Oct. meeting.  $92,000 was raised last year in 

fundraising.  Chromebooks for each division and ipads for students were the main items purchased for 

the school in 2017-2018 along with funding the usual programs including Scientists in the School.  Ruth 

explained that the new Budget would not change much except in terms of funding for the school musical 

and supporting the Artist in the School program.  There is still a desire for another set of Chromebooks, 

some more ipads and the necessary maintenance of Smart Boards in the classrooms.  We have yet to 

hear back about the $1,000 Pro Grant that LKS applied for earlier this year. 

 

 

Other topics of Discussion: 

 

Lisa brought up the topic of school safety in terms of the new crossing guards who started this 

September.  The current School Crossing Guard Program is run by Toronto Police Service and will 

continue to run the program until the City officially takes over on Aug. 1, 2019.  The transfer of the 

School Crossing Guard Program to the City will allow police to focus on core policing responsibilities.  In 
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the mean time, the Toronto Police Service and the City of Toronto have worked together to develop an 

alternative to backfill absent school crossing guards through a new contract with the City and Neptune 

Security Services.  Lisa and others noted that the Neptune workers are frequently absent from their 

posts and totally ineffective at helping families cross the busy streets to our school.  Lisa’s contact 

person Landy at School Crossing Guards has promised that they are in the process of rectifying the 

issues but Lisa urges everyone to email the addresses listed below and complain about the situation in 

hopes that changes will be made swiftly.  Many schools in the neighbourhood are experiencing similar 

problems. 

 

Email addresses to use:   

 

Landy.Cheung@toronto.ca 

SchoolCrossingGuard@toronto.ca 

 

 

Principal’s Report: 

 

John’s discussion included the following topics: 

 

1) Student Enrollment 

2) New Schedule 

3) Crossing Guards 

 

Please see included slideshow. 

 

John also noted that the bus schedules are wrong at LKS and TDSB is unwilling to make any changes to 

the timing this year.  This is an issue that can be brought up with our new trustee. 

 

At the next meeting, John will address EQAO scores.  He said that our Grade 6 math scores have 

continued to decrease for 5 years in a row.  The next PA day will be math focused and he assured 

everyone that the staff at LKS will study the school data and practices and make the necessary changes 

required to improve the way students are learning math. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Meeting ended at 8:00pm.   

 

Parent Council meetings are a great way to stay informed about what is happening at the 

school and to get to hear directly from Principal John Currie and Vice-Principal Kimm Norton.  

While there are still many volunteer roles to fill, please know that attending Parent Council 

meetings does not mean that you must sign up for anything.  Meetings are usually one hour 

and childcare is provided in the computer lab.   

 

Upcoming meetings: 

 

• Oct. 29 

• Nov. 26 

• Jan. 28 

mailto:Landy.Cheung@toronto.ca
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• Feb. 25 

• Mar. 25 

• Apr.29 

• June 10 

 

 

 

 


